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Trip Breakdown (all distances are for vehicle trips only)

Day 1: 

Day 2:

Day 3: 

Day 4:  

Day 5:  

Day 6:  

Day 7:  

Day 8:  

Day 9:  

Day 10: 

Day 11: 

Day 12:  

Day 13:  

Sunday 4 November 2007.
JNB International Airport via Suikerbosrand to Golden Gate National Park - 358km.
Weather: Fine and clear to start, with thunderstorms in the afternoon; 13 – 24 Degrees Celsius.

Monday 5 November 2007.
Golden Gate National Park: Blesbok Loop, walk to Glenreenen Rest Camp, Oribi and Blesbok Loops 
PM – 39 KM.
Weather: clear and mild AM, windy with rain PM; 11 – 20 Degrees Celsius.

Tuesday 6 November 2007.
Golden Gate National Park: Oribi Road and district roads AM, Holkrans walk after breakfast, district 
roads PM – 122 km. 
Weather: Cold, with wind and rain; 11 – 16 Degrees Celsius.

Wednesday 7 November 2007.
Golden Gate National Park to Giant’s Castle Game Reserve: Blesbok and Oribi Loops AM, Giant’s 
Castle via Oliviershoek Pass and Estcourt after breakfast - 282km.
Weather: Cool and cloudy, clearing partially in the afternoon; 10 – 20 Degrees Celsius.

Thursday 8 November 2007.
Giants Castle Game Reserve: Camp walk and Vulture Hide AM, Champagne Pools drive / walk PM –
16 km. 
Weather: Clear and mild AM, clouding over PM; 12 -23 Degrees Celsius

Friday 9 November 2007.
Giant’s Castle Game Reserve: Main Caves walk AM, River Walk PM.
Weather: Mist to start, clearing later and becoming fine and mild, 11 - 24 Degrees Celsius.

Saturday 10 November 2007.
Giant’s Castle to Sani Pass Hotel: Main Caves walk AM, Sani Pass via Hlatikulu and Himeville after 
breakfast, afternoon walk in hotel grounds - 140 km.
Weather: Clear and mild; 9 - 24 Degrees Celsius.

Sunday 11 November 2007.
Lesotho plateau via Sani Pass- 70km.
Weather: Fine, warm and clear (an absolutely stunning day!); 10 – 26 Degrees Celsius.

Monday 12 November 2007.
Nxumeni Forest (Donnybrook) and Prof Piper’s Garden AM, afternoon walk in hotel grounds PM, 150 
km. Weather: Hot and windy to start, cold and cloudy in the afternoon (typically variable mountain 
weather…); 14 - 25 Degrees Celsius.

Tuesday 13 November 2007.
Sani Pass to Memel, via Pevensey, Chelmsford Nature Reserve and Newcastle - 460 km. 
Weather: Clear and hot; 10 – 29 Degrees Celsius. 

Wednesday 14 November 2007.
Eastern perimeter of Seekoeivlei Nature Reserve AM, Reserve and Western Perimeter PM – 107 km. 
Weather: Clear and Hot; 13 – 25 Degrees Celsius.

Thursday 15 November 2007.
Reserve and Eastern Perimeter AM, Verkykerskop Road PM – 145 km. 
Weather: Warm and windy AM; thunderstorms PM; 11 - 26 Degrees Celsius.

Friday 16 November 2007.
Mount Pelaan Road AM, Memel to JNB International Airport via Marievale after breakfast - 402 km.
Weather: Cold and cloudy to start, becoming hot and stormy PM; 8 – 29 Degrees Celsius



Day 1: Sunday 4th November 2007

Long-tailed 
Widowbird

Northern Black Korhaan
Blacksmith, 

Crowned  Wattled Lapwings, Rufous-naped Lark, Barn, White-throated 
Greater Striped Swallows

Capped Wheatear, Ant-eating Chat, African Stonechat, Cape 
Longclaw, Red Bishop, Yellow Canary  Cape Bunting

Fiscal Flycatcher, Cape Robin Chat, Dark-capped Bulbul, Mountain 
Wheatear  Mocking Cliff-Chat

Spotted Thick-Knee
Greater Flamingo African Spoonbills

Daily Bird Total:

Bird Trip Total:

Day 2: Monday 5th November 2007

Pied Starling, Black-headed Heron, Black  Alpine 
Swifts, Ground Woodpecker, Rock Martin, Wailing, Wing-snapping 
Levaillant’s Cicticolas, Long-billed Pipit, Cape Longclaw, Cape Vulture, Yellow 
Bishop

Secretarybirds

Red-chested Cuckoo Cape Canary, 
Bokmakierie, Olive Thrush, Streaky-headed Seed-Eater, Speckled Pigeon, 
Laughing Dove

The trip began at a rather busy arrivals hall at O. R. Tambo International Airport. After 
collecting baggage and getting organised we headed out of Johannesburg, thankfully quiet 
traffic-wise due to the day being a Sunday, and drove south-east along the N3 to 
Suikerbosrand Nature Reserve. As soon as we turned off the main highway the birding 
began, and one of the first species to be seen was the magnificent 

, an  icon of summer highveld birding, typically seen fluttering phantom-like 
over the open grasslands. Heading into the reserve we saw 
(calling in usual raucous fashion from atop a termite mound on a hillside), 

and and
 (the Barns having recently arrived from the Northern 

Hemisphere), 
and , among others. We drove on 

to the picnic site in the reserve and had a light lunch of ham and cheese sandwiches, 
washed down with tea and coffee, before embarking on a short walk into the surrounding 
bush. We found ourselves among some horse paddocks, and recorded a few new species 
such as 

and . With the later-than-normal flight arrival time having 
eaten up most of the morning we didn’t have too much time in the reserve, and were soon 
on our way south towards Golden Gate National Park, with a  seen on 
the way out. En-route we saw and  briefly, and 
then faced a typical dark and vengeful highveld thunderstorm (the word ‘highveld’ refers to 
the grassy inland plateau that covers much of the eastern / central interior of the country) 
before arriving at the Brandwag Hotel (pictured at right) late in the afternoon. We then had 
some time to unpack and unwind (and admire the views), and met for dinner and bird-list 
duties at 7:00 PM. 

  54 species.

54 species.

With a mostly clear and mild start to the day we drove out on the Blesbok Loop drive 
through the park, passing the ship’s-prow-like red and yellow sandstone formation after 
which the park was named (the first farmer in the area beheld the cliffs in the light of the 
setting sun and thus named the area). On the loop, which winds up through short, open 
grasslands, we saw birds such as and

and

 and others, as well as mammals such as Burchell’s Zebra, Black Wildebeest, 
Blesbok, Mountain Reedbuck and Grey Rhebok. We also had the fortune of coming across a 
Serval, which we observed for a quarter of an hour as it prowled through the grass quite 
close by. These long-legged felids are typically found in grassy areas, where they hunt prey 
such as rodents and birds, and although they are fairly widespread they are seldom seen 
and rarely viewed for extended periods during the day. With the coffee and rusks that we 
enjoyed earlier starting to wear off we drove back to the hotel for a lovely breakfast and 
then embarked on a short walk up to the Glenreenen Rest Camp. Shortly after beginning we 
were surprised by two  (always a favourite on any tour) taking off not far 
away and soaring up into the blue sky above us. Other highlights for the walk included a 

 (a very good sighting), and camp birds such as 

 and others. We returned for a bit of a rest and some lunch, and tackled 
both the Blesbok and Oribi Loops in the afternoon. The weather had turned however, and 
the afternoon was misty and cold up on the high ground. Highlights included a superb 



sighting of a  and its rodent prey (picture to the left), and a Black-
backed Jackal spotted running through the grass high up on the Oribi Loop. We also got 
some glimpses of the jagged outline of the main Drakensberg range to the south-east, 
where we would be heading in the next few days. We arrived back at camp in the late 
afternoon, and once again met for dinner at seven PM. 

46 species.

29 species.

83 species.

With solid overcast and intermittent rain we headed out at 6: 30 AM for our second morning 
at Golden Gate. Once again we did the Oribi Loop, and then headed further on to a district 
road to the east of the park. After climbing up over a row of hills we descended into a wide, 
open valley dotted with termite mounds and rocky outcrops. Despite the heavy but 
intermittent rain we managed to have our customary coffee-and-rusk stop before heading 
back for a late breakfast at the Brandwag Hotel. New birds for the morning included 

 (not a very good sighting), 
 and . After breakfast we went on a walk up to the 

cliffs behind the hotel. We’d hoped that the rain would hold off, but it wasn’t long after 
starting that the heavens opened and our hopes of staying dry were dashed. The walk
turned out to be trickier than expected, but the group did well in negotiating the long 
ladders and steep descents in the rain, and we did manage to record two new bird species –

and . We then had some time to dry off before lunch, 
and after an afternoon break we headed out towards the town of Clarens for some road-
side birding. Birds for the afternoon included and

and , and , as 
well as newly-ploughed and partially flooded fields teeming with 

and . We arrived back late in the 
afternoon, and as usual had some time to relax before meeting for dinner in the evening. 

59 species.

12 species.

95 species.

On our last morning at Golden Gate the weather gave us no respite (see picture to left). 
Well, being in the mountains inclement weather should come as no surprise, I suppose. In 
good British fashion we didn’t let it stop us however, and drove the Blesbok and Oribi Loops 
for the last time. Half-way up the Blesbok Loop we stopped for coffee and rusks, and then 
continued, recording and  in quick 
succession, as well as other species such as 

and
for the morning. After another fine breakfast back at the hotel we packed our goods and 
departed for Giant’s Castle in the central section of the Drakensberg Escarpment. In the 
eastern section of Golden Gate National Park we came across herds of mammals such as 
Black Wildebeest, Blesbok and Burchell’s Zebra, as well as Chacma Baboons and a pair of 

, followed further on by a flock of  feeding in a 
field quite close to the road (great views this time!). At the huge Sterkfontein Dam we saw 

Black-shouldered Kite

Daily Bird Total:

New Birds for the day:

Bird Trip Total:

Day 3: Tuesday 6th November 2007

Southern Bald Ibis Spur-winged Goose, Banded Martin,
Buff-streaked Chat Cape Grassbird

Malachite Sunbird  Familiar Chat

Rufous-chested Sparrowhawk, Jackal 
Steppe Buzzards, Swainson’s Spurfowl, Helmeted Guineafowl, White-necked 
Raven, Cape  Southern Masked Weavers Black-throated  Cape Canaries

Yellow-billed Duck, 
Egyptian Goose, Spurwing Goose, Hadeda Ibis, Helmeted Guineafowl, Speckled 
Pigeons, Red Bishops  Long-tailed Widowbirds

Daily Total:

New Birds for the day:

Bird Trip Total:

Day 4: Wednesday 7th November 2007

Grey-winged Francolin  Yellow-breasted Pipit
African Snipe, Ground Woodpecker, Cape 

Crow, Cape Rock-Thrush, Cape White-eye, Yellow Bishop  Pin-tailed Whydah

Grey Crowned Cranes Southern Bald Ibis



huge flocks of , as well as and
. We descended the escarpment via the Oliviershoek Pass and, once down 

on the hotter and drier plains below the mountains, we saw species such as 

and . Unfortunately the low overcast conditions obscured the views of 
the magnificent Amphitheatre of the Northern ‘Berg (as the Drakensberg is known locally) 
that can be had along the route. We had a lunch stop in Winterton before continuing on to 
Estcourt and the Ntambamhlope Road to Giant’s Castle. We arrived in the late afternoon, 
with the mountains still lost in the clouds, and checked into our wonderful chalets. The 
wonderful indigenous gardens all around were planted with local trees such as Buddleja sp, 
and Leucosidia sereciea (Ouhout), and a wonderful array of wild flowers. Our porches 
offered a superb place from which to sit and observe the birds in the gardens, which 
included and , 

 and others. Later on we met in the restaurant for dinner, and afterwards 
completed our lists in the lounge area of John and Pat’s room, before retiring for a well-
deserved rest in anticipation of a wonderful following day. 

72 species.

15 species.

110 species.

The day dawned fine and clear on our first morning at Giant’s Castle, giving us our first 
views of the majestic and imposing main range a few kilometres away. We started with a 
walk around the camp, but found that we’d been a bit late (having adjusted to a six-thirty 
AM departure at Golden Gate, which was fine under the particular weather conditions there, 
but was too late in clear and mild weather experienced at Giant’s) and most the birds 
seemed to be in a post-dawn lull. We did however manage to get our first views of 

(picture on right) and  (though these were not 
seen by all members of the group), and others. We returned to camp and enjoyed a good, 
hearty breakfast before getting ready to go up to the vulture hide. We left at 8:30, and 
enjoyed a slow and bumpy half-hour ride up the mountain in a 4 x 4. The driver dropped us 
off at the hide without further explanation, and we soon noted that there wasn’t any fresh 
meat or bones at the feeding area as we had requested. We decided to rather enjoy the 
views from outside the hide, and watched the  flying around, also 
recording and . We then 
noticed the vehicle returning and surmised correctly that they were bringing up some meat. 
We re-entered the hide and, after the meat was dumped, were soon rewarded with fantastic 
views as an adult  came flying past several times. Unfortunately it didn’t land, 
yet I think that the sight of this Lammergeier soaring with the main Drakensberg range in 
the background was really the essence of the tour. Spectacular, to say the least, and after 
an hour and a half in the hide we took a lovely walk back down to the camp for lunch
(pictured left). After lunch, and a rest of course, we took a drive down the entrance road to 
Champagne Pools, and then walked down to the pools and drove back to camp. Other birds 
recorded for the day included 

and
, among numerous others, as well as a large herd of Eland, Africa’s 

largest antelope and the dominant animal in the culture of the San people that previously 
inhabited the area. Once again we had some time on our porches back at camp to spot 

Red-Knobbed Coot South African Shelduck  Three-
banded Plover

Cape Vulture, 
Booted Eagle, Fan-tailed Widowbird, South African Cliff Swallow, Red-billed 
Quelea  African Pipit

Malachite  Greater Double-Collared Sunbirds Olive Thrush, Cape 
Robin-Chat, Dark-capped Bulbul, Southern Grey-headed Sparrow, Red-winged 
Starling, Cape Canary, Streaky-headed Seed-Eater, Southern Grey-headed 
Sparrow

Daily Total:

New Birds for the day:

Bird Trip Total:

Day 5: Thursday 8th November 2007

Bush 
Blackcap , Barratt’s Warbler  Cape Batis

White-necked Ravens
Familiar Chat, Cape Rock-Thrush  African Harrier-Hawk

Lammergeier

Gurney’s Sugarbird, Southern Black Tit, Red-necked 
Spurfowl, Fork-tailed Drongo, Black-backed Puff-back, African Firefinch 
Common Waxbill



birds from the comfort of a chair, and met for dinner at seven PM.                                                                        

50 species.

11 species.

121 species.

With the sun rising so early in the summer the best we could do was to meet at 5: 30 AM 
for a cup of coffee and a rusk or two before heading out, this time on a walk towards the 
Main Caves, where some of the best of South African San rock-art is to be found (due to 
vandalism and careless tourists the caves have been fenced off and one needs a guide to be 
able to see the paintings – we walked to the gate and back without entering the caves, 
which are only open later in the morning). The morning started off somewhat cool and 
misty, and by the time we were out the mist was lifting and a fine day was just beginning. 
The sunshine seemed to bring the birds out and we had a most wonderful experience 
looking at birds with the rugged peaks and cliffs of the escarpment as a backdrop. Birds for 
the morning included 

 (we had superb views of the normally 
shy species, which is usually only seen as it flies off), 

 and others. It really was a lovely morning (see picture to 
right) and, for me anyway, stood out as a few hours to be remembered for a long time to 
come. Back at the camp we had breakfast, and then had some personal time before lunch. 
In the late afternoon we headed out on another walk, this time along the river below the 
camp and then out through the day visitors’ area and back along the entrance road. No new 
species were seen, but it was nevertheless enjoyable and we returned to camp before 
sunset. Once again dinner was scheduled for 7:00 Pm, after which we retired in anticipation 
of our drive south and west along the base of the Drakensberg to our next port-of-call. 

56 species.

13 species.

134 species.

Once again we started out at 5: 30, and, after a quick cup of coffee, walked along the path 
towards the Main Caves, before returning for an early breakfast. We then packed and 
departed at 8:30 AM, with a long but enjoyable drive ahead of us. Not long after passing
through the ‘town’ of Hlatikulu (more like a scattered collection of huts and corrugated iron 
shacks) we entered prime farmland, and spotted a pair of rare  with a 
chick as well as a pair of more common . After observing them for a 
while and getting good scope-views we continued, arriving in Himeville in time for lunch. 
After eating we were underway again and arrived at the Sani Pass Hotel in the late 
afternoon. As a last activity for the day we took a walk in the hotel grounds, in the process 
causing consternation for a 4-ball of golfers on the course while looking for birds. Species 
recorded for the day included and

and
and and

 and many others. 

81 species.

Daily Total:

New Birds for the day:

Bird Trip Total:

Day 6: Friday 9th November 2007

White-breasted Cormorant, Southern Bald Ibis, Cape Vulture, 
Rock Kestrel, African Olive Pigeon, Lemon Dove

Red-chested Cuckoo, Bush 
Blackcap, Chorister Robin-Chat, Dark-capped Yellow Warbler, Cape Grassbird, 
Lazy Cisticola, Karoo Prinia, Dusky Flycatcher, Cape Batis, Paradise Flycatcher, 
Forest Canary, Bush Blackcap

Daily Bird Total:

New Birds for the day:

Bird Trip Total:

Day 7: Saturday 10th November 2007

Wattled Cranes
Grey Crowned Cranes

Grey  Black-headed Herons, Yellow-billed Egret, 
Southern Bald, Sacred  Hadeda Ibises, Secretarybird, Lammergeier, Cape 
Vulture, Yellow-billed  Black-shouldered Kites, Steppe  Jackal Buzzards, 
Lanner Flacon, Rock Kestrel, Red-eyed Dove, Diderick Cuckoo, Speckled 
Mousebird, Brown-throated Martin, Black Saw-wing, White-throated Swallow, 
Black-headed Oriole, Cape Wagtail, Bokmakierie, Pied Starling

Daily Bird Total:



New Birds for the day:

Bird Trip Total:

Day 8: Sunday 11th November 2007

Long-crested Eagle, Black Harrier
Jacobin Cuckoo

Horus Swift, Half-collared Kingfisher, Red-throated Wryneck, Cape Sparrow, 
Sentinel Rock-Thrush, Drakensberg Siskin, Sickle-winged Chat, Layard’s Tit-
babbler, Fairy Flycatcher, Yellow Canary  Speckled Pigeon 

Daily Bird Total:

New Birds for the day:

Bird Trip Total:

Day 9: Monday 12th November 2007

Collared  Southern Double-collared Sunbirds, Bar-throated Apalis, Knysna 
Turaco, African Goshawk, Sombre Greenbul  Crowned Hornbill

Malachite, Amethyst  Greater Double-collared Sunbirds Olive 
Woodpecker, Black-headed Oriole, Red-billed Quelea

African Darter, Booted and Long-crested 
Eagles, African Marsh Harrier, Giant and Half-collared Kingfishers, African 
Hoopoe, Red-throated Wryneck, Dusky Flycatcher, Cape Batis, Golden-breasted 
Bunting, Cape  Forest Canaries

8 species.

141 species.

We met early for a 7:00 pick-up by Prof. Steven Piper for a full day trip up the famous Sani 
Pass, one of the few vehicular routes between the Lesotho plateau and KwaZulu-Natal. The 
day dawned with thick mist, but as this burned off a most stunning day revealed itself (it 
seems in the mountains that the days that begin with mist turn out to be lovely days, and 
the days that dawn clear turn worse weather-wise as the day wears on). Unfortunately, I 
couldn’t partake in the day’s adventure, as the space limitations didn’t allow for one more in 
the vehicle. All I can say is that the weather was as good as it gets, and the group returned 
at 6:00 PM bushed but raving about a great day up the mountain. Birds for the day included 

 (a ‘mega-tick’; one of only three endemic raptors in 
Southern Africa),  (uncommon in the area, according to Prof. Piper), 

and (pictured above left). 
Some of the species seen on top of the plateau, such as the last four mentioned, are at the 
eastern edge of their ranges and are not found below the top, making for interesting birding 
(they’re common Karoo / arid savannah birds). The Drakensberg Siskin was a real special for 
the area, and unfortunately a distant Drakensberg Rockjumper pointed out by Prof. Piper 
was not considered ‘tickable’ by the group, and rightly so. We once again met at seven for 
dinner, and soon thereafter retired. For the second night in a row, we were serenaded by a 
Buff-spotted Flufftail as we got ready for bed, the haunting, fog-horn like calls of which 
continued until dawn (some of the group had joined me in attempting to find it on the first 
afternoon at the hotel, but without luck). 

50 species.

12 species.

153 species.

We left the hotel at 5: 30 AM, and headed through Underberg and on the Nxumeni Forest 
near Donnybrook for a spot of forest birding. We arrived with the forest shrouded in mist, 
which soon began lifting. The birding was difficult however, with new species only coming at 
long intervals, and often the sightings were very brief. We walked up and down the road 
leading through the forest, eventually ending up with a handful of new birds for the list –

and
and , as well as a lot 

of ‘heard only’ birds: Emerald Cuckoo, Olive Bush Shrike, Orange Ground-Thrush and 
Southern Boubou. We left the forest at mid-morning and took up an invitation for tea at 
Prof. Piper’s house in Underberg, lured by the promise of the multitudes of sunbirds that are 
regulars at his feeders. We weren’t disappointed, and had extremely good views of 

and , as well as 
 and other garden birds. We 

then headed back to the hotel for lunch, and for the afternoon took a walk in the hotel 
grounds. Other birds for the day included 

and . The resident Buff-spotted Flufftail began calling at 
dusk, and after dinner a torch-bearing search party was dispatched, but to no avail. This 
bird usually calls from dense undergrowth, and is very difficult to find even when it is calling 



close by. Well, at least we tried…  

64 species.

12 species.

165 species.

We started the day with a lovely walk up the golf course (no golfers this time), with the sun 
already quite hot by seven AM when we returned for a chance to pack before breakfast. 
New birds included  and a  flushed from a vegetation hazard 
next to the 8th green. After breakfast we did some more packing and departed at 9:15 AM, 
with a long day ahead in getting to Memel. En-route we stopped off briefly at Chelmsford 
Nature Reserve, where we saw  and  as new 
species for the list. We eventually arrived at Mahem Guest House at 6:00 PM, and met for 
dinner an hour later before retiring early after a rather long and tiring day of travel. Other 
birds for the day included a flock of 80+

and others. 

61 species.

8 species.

173 species.

We left the guest house at 5:30 AM, and did some road-side birding along the eastern 
perimeter of the Seekoeivlei Nature Reserve. It was a fine morning, and notable birds 
included  (our fourth sighting for 
the trip, pictured in flight to the left below),  (we saw 20 + during the day), 

 (a male drumming in the sky over a marsh close by), 
and

 (by the dozen),  and others. We then 
returned for breakfast, after which we took a drive into the nature reserve. Unfortunately 
the reserve was mostly off-limits due to the heavy rains, and we couldn’t get into the main 
section. We did however get good views of and

and  in some shallow pans in the farmland just 
out of town, as well as the usual hordes of Widowbirds, Bishops and Weavers along the 
roadsides. After a most delicious light lunch we had some foot-up time, and then explored 
the western perimeter of the reserve as an afternoon activity. Here we saw plenty of the 
usual birds, as well as a great sighting of  (with usually yellow face 
flushed a bright red in excitement / display), countless more croaking  (their 
calls are loud and distinctly frog-like), more of the same larks and pipits, 

and . A highlight was a stop in the late afternoon on a 
small bridge in the middle of the farmland, with hundreds of 

 (which were nesting under the bridge, picture to the right) flying all around us. 
We arrived back in time for a short break (our afternoon activity began later than usual as 
the weather was rather hot and windy) before another wonderful dinner prepared by the 
Mahem Guest House team. 

64 species.

13 species.

186 species.

Daily Bird Total:

New Birds for the day:

Bird Trip Total:

Day 10: Tuesday 13th November 2007

Black Cuckoo Common Quail

Black-bellied Bustard Green Wood-hoopoe

White-faced Duck,  Grey Crowned Cranes, 
Wattled Lapwing, White-rumped Swift, Speckled Mousebird, Karoo Prinia, Cape 
Glossy Starling, Fan-tailed Widowbird 

Daily Bird Total:

New Birds for the day:

Bird Trip Total:

Day 11: Wednesday 14th November 2007

Cape Shoveler, Grey-winged Francolin, Secretarybird
Blue Korhaan

Wood Sandpiper, African Snipe
Black-winged Stilt, White-winged Tern, Spike-heeled  Red-capped Larks, 
Zitting Cisticola, African Pipit Cape Longclaw

Great  Little Egrets, Grey Crowned 
Crane, African Spoonbill Red-billed Teal

African Harrier-Hawk
Blue Korhaans

Ant-eating Chat, 
Cape Longclaw  Whiskered Tern

South African Cliff 
Swallows

Daily Bird Total:

New Birds for the day:

Bird Trip Total:



Day 12: Thursday 15th November 2007

Giant Kingfisher

Blue-cheeked Bee-Eaters

Blue Crane
Pale-crowned Cisticola

Daily Bird Total:

New Birds for the day:

Bird Trip Total:

Day 13: Friday 16th November 2007

Eastern Long-billed Lark as Red-
capped  Spike-heeled Larks, Rufous-chested Sparrowhawk

Steppe Buzzard, Diderick Cuckoo, Cape Longclaw
Banded Martin Greater 

Striped Swallow
Pied 

Kingfisher

Pied Avocet, Hottentot Teal, 
Fulvous Duck, Southern Pochard, Great Crested Grebe, Goliath Heron, Black 
Egret, Glossy Ibis, African Purple Swamphen, Common Moorhen, Ruff, Little 
Stint, African Palm Swift Burchell’s Coucal

Grey-headed Gulls

Having received news that the reserve had just been opened we left once again at 5: 30 
AM, with the intentions of entering the main part of the reserve. This was not to be 
however, as, although the reserve was technically ‘open’, unbeknownst to us a lock for 
which we had no key was put on the gate and only removed at 8:00 AM, thus opening the 
reserve for the day – what birder would want to arrive after eight in the morning, one might 
ask? Anyway, after overcoming our frustrations and disappointment, we circled around the 
entire reserve perimeter, arriving back for breakfast at 9:00 AM as planned. Afterwards we 
went back to a spot where we’d had brief views of a  during the early 
morning, but weren’t able to find it again. The wind had heat had picked up substantially, 
making for adverse birding conditions, but we were rewarded with a good sighting of three 

 sitting on a fence. They caused much confusion initially (an 
aberrant European Bee-Eater colour-form, I though as I saw the first b, as they were 
somewhat out of their normal range, but we soon made the correct identification. We duly 
returned for lunch, and afterwards headed up into the high country for some 2000 metre-
plus birding along the Verkykerskop Road. A summer convection thunderstorm had built up 
however, and the start was undertaken in heavy showers. It cleared later however, and we 
had a lovely afternoon of birding. A single  was found by John, and the only 
other new bird recorded was . We also saw a group of Dassies, or 
Rock Hyrax, that had taken over an old shed in the middle of a large field with nary a single 
rock to be see for miles – showing how some species can adapt to human alteration of the 
available habitat (these were soon dubbed ‘Shed Hyrax’). With the sun shining through after 
the rain we arrived back in the late afternoon and met for a final dinner in the evening.  

68 species.

3 species.

189 species.

Once again we started out early, heading out onto the Mount Pelaan Road. The weather 
was not very good however, and as we climbed we soon became engulfed in thick mist, 
with intermittent rain and a cold wind blowing. We gave it our best however, but didn’t 
manage to locate Rudd’s or Botha’s Larks – two of the special birds for the area. We did 
however see  as a new species for the list, as well

and  (we had a great view 
of this normally elusive Accipiter, and seven individuals seen on one trip is a personal 
record),  (our best photographic 
opportunity so far – see front cover picture), (pictured left), 

 and many other common grassland species. We arrived back at the guest 
house for breakfast, and departed at 10:00 AM for Johannesburg (seeing a high-flying 

 as our last new bird for Memel). We had a stop at the Marievale Bird Sanctuary 
south-east of the city, where we had a picnic lunch, and some last birding before the end of 
the trip. New birds recorded in this wetland area included 

 and, as we were leaving, a  flapping lazily 
across the road in front of us – the last official new bird of the trip (the unofficial being a 
flock of  seen close to the airport by some). With an ominous black 
cloud formation forming to the west and over the city I decided to get going a little early, 
expecting traffic problems if the storm broke before we arrived at the airport. Fortunately 



we just missed the storm, but in any event the massive electrical storm broke half and hour 
later and held up the flight to Heathrow for around three hours (if it makes any of the 
participants feel any better I was stuck at snail’s pace on the highway in bumper-to-bumper 
traffic, torrential rain and general mayhem for an hour and a quarter before getting home). 

72 species.

16 species.

205 species.

Thanks first of all to all for joining us on the tour. It really was something a bit different, and 
we got to see many places that are usually missed by most tourists to South Africa. We saw 
some wonderful birds, and the general scenery was extraordinarily beautiful and hard to put 
into words (perhaps some of the pictures will say it better). It was hard to narrow down the 
highlights, and for each person they are different, but for me they included the Lammergeier 
at Giant’s Castle, our second morning’s walk there up to the Main Caves, and sitting on the 
bridge near Memel while hundreds of Cliff Swallows swirled and chattered all around us. 
Anyway, thanks again to all for their contributions, and may the tour run again soon!

Leon Marais.

Daily Bird Total:

New Birds for the trip:

Bird Trip Total:

Acknowledgements:



Thumbnail pictures from the tour…



Checklist of Birds Seen During Tour

No of Days Recorded Number = how many days species were sighted
Number and H = how many times the species were heard only

Abundance Scale (maximum for one day)
1 = 1 – 4
2 = 5 – 9
3 = 10 – 99 +

COMMON NAME

1 Comm on Ost rich

6 Great C rested G rebe

8 Li ttle Greb e (Dabch ick )

55 White -breast ed Co rmorant

58 Reed Co rmorant

60 Afri can Darte r

62 Grey He ron

63 Black -headed He ron

64 Goliath Her on

65 Purp le He ron

66 Great (Whit e) Eg ret

67 Li ttle Eg ret

68 Yel low -billed Eg ret 

69 Black Her on (E gret)

71 Catt le E gret

72 (Comm on) Squacc o He ron

81 Hamerkop

91 Afri can Sacred Ib is

92 Southern Bald Ibi s  (E)

93 Glossy Ibi s

94 Hadeda I bis

95 Afri can Spoonb ill

96 Great er F lam ingo

99 White -faced Duck

10 0 Fulvous Du ck

10 2 Egypt ian G oo se

10 3 South African She lduck  (E)

10 4 Yel low -billed Duck

10 7 Hot tent ot Tea l

10 8 Red -billed Teal

11 2 Cape Shove le r  (E)

11 3 Southern Pochard

11 6 Spur -winged G oo se

11 8 Sec retaryb ird

11 9 Lammer ge ier (Bearded Vultu re)

12 2 Cape V ultu re  (E )

12 6b Yel low -billed Kit e

12 7 Black -shoulde red Ki te

13 1 Verreaux's Eag le

13 6 Boo ted Eag le

13 9 Long -crested Eag le

14 9 Steppe Buz zard

15 2 Jacka l Buz zard  (E)

15 5 Rufous -che sted Sparr owha wk

16 0 Afri can G osha wk

16 5 Afri can Marsh Har rier

16 8 Black Harr ier (E)
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SCIENT IFIC NAME
1 1

1 1
9 2

4 1
5 2

2 1
4 1

12 3
1 1

2 1
1 1

2 1
3 1

1 1
8 3

1 1
2 1

6 2
9 2

1 1
12 3

5 2
1 1
2 1

1 1
8 3

1 1
10 3

1 1
2 1

1 1
1 1

7 3
4 1

3 1
7 2

2 1
8 2

2 1
1 1

2 1
7 2

8 2
2 1

1 1
1 1

1 1

Stru thio cam elus

Pod icep s cri status

Tachy bap tus ruficol lis

Pha lacr oco rax lucid us

Pha lacr oco rax a fricanu s

Anh inga r ufa

Ard ea ci ne rea

Ard ea m elan oce pha la

Ard ea go liath

Ard ea pu rpu rea

Casm erod iusa a lbus

Egr ett a g arzetta

Egr ett a interm edia

Egr ett a a rdesiaca

Bub ulcu s ibis

Ard eo la ra lloide s

Sco pu s um bretta

Thr eskiornis a ethiopicu s

Ger on ticu s cal vus

Pleg adis falci nel lus

Bost rychia h agedash

Plat alea al ba

Pho en icopterus ruber

Den drocy gna viduata

Den drocy gna bico lor

Alo poch en a egypti acu s

Tad orna can a

Ana s u nd ulata

Ana s h ottentota

Ana s erythrorhynch a

Ana s smi thii

Nett a e rythrop hthalm a

Plectr opterus gam bensis

Sa gittar ius serpen tarius

Gyp ae tus ba rba tus

Gyp s cop rotheres

Milv us a egypti us

Ela nu s cae ruleus

Aqu ila v erreauxi i

Hier aae tus p enn atus

Lop ha etus occip itali s

Bute o bu teo

Bute o r ufofuscus

Accipite r rufiventr is

Accipite r tachi ro

Circu s ran ivorus

Circu s ma urus



16 9 Afri can Harr ier-Hawk

17 2 Lanner Fa lc on

18 1 Rock Kest rel

19 0 Grey -winged F ranco lin  (E)

19 8 Red -necked Spurfow l (Franc olin)

19 9 Swa ins on's Spurfo wl (Franc olin)  (NE)

20 0 Comm on Quai l

20 3 Helm eted Gu ineafo wl

20 7 Wattl ed Crane

20 8 Blue Crane  (E)

20 9 Grey (S outhe rn) Cr owned Crane

21 8 Buff -spot ted Flufftai l

22 3 Afri can Purp le Swamphen 

22 6 Comm on Mo orh en

22 8 Red -knobbed Co ot

23 4 Blue Korhaan (E)

238 Black -bellied Bus tard

239b Nor the rn B lack Korhaan (E)

24 9 Three -banded P love r

25 5 Cro wned Lapw ing ( Plove r)

25 8 Blacksm ith Lapw ing (P lover)

26 0 Afri can Wattl ed Lapw ing (Plove r)

26 6 Wood Sandpiper

27 4 Li ttle St int

28 4 Ruff  

28 6 Afri can (Eth iopian) Snip e

29 4 Pied Avocet

29 5 Black -wing ed St ilt

29 7 Spott ed Thick -knee (D ikkop)

31 5 Grey -headed Gu ll

33 8 Whis kered Tern

33 9 White -winged Tern

34 8 Rock Dov e (Fe ral Pigeon)

34 9 Speck led (R ock) P igeon

35 0 Afri can O live -Pigeon (Rame ron Pigeon)

35 2 Red -eyed Dove

35 4 Cape T urt le -Dove

35 5 Laughing D ove

36 0 Lemon (C innamon ) Dove

37 0a Kn ysna Turaco (Lour ie)   (E)

37 7 Red -chested Cucko o

37 8 Black Cuckoo

38 2 Jac obin Cucko o

38 4 Afri can Emera ld Cuck oo

38 5 Klaas’s Cuck oo

38 6 Did er ick Cucko o

39 1a Bur che ll’s Cou cal

41 2 Afri can B lack Sw ift

41 5 White -rumped Sw ift

41 6 Horu s Sw ift

41 7 Li ttle Swift

41 8 Alpin e Sw ift

42 4 Speck led M ous ebir d

42 8 Pied Kingf ish er

42 9 Giant Kin gfish er

43 0 Half -co llared Kingf isher

43 1 Mala chit e Kingf ishe r

43 8 European B ee-eate r

44 0 Blue-ch eeked B ee-Eater

45 1 Afri can Ho opo e

46 0 Cro wned Hornb ill
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5 2
5 2

2 1
8 2

1 1
10 3

1 1
1 1

6 3
3H
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9 3
2 3

1 1
1 1
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3 1
5 2

2 1
2 1

1 1
1 3

2 1
1 1

3 1
1 1

1 2
3 3

2 3
2 2

11 3
2 1

5 2
8 3

6 3
1 1

1 1
4 1
1 1

1 1
1H

2H

4 2

1 1
8 3

2 2
1 1

2 2
7 3

5 2
1 1

2 1
2 1

1 1
1 1

1 1
3 1

1 1

Poly boroides t ypu s

Falco biarmic us

Falco r upico lis

Scle roptila a fricanu s

Pter nistes afer

Pter nistes swa insonii

Cot urnix cot urnix

Numi da m eleagr is

Gru s car uncul atus

Ant hrop oides pa radiseus

Bale arica regulorum

Sa rothrura e legan s

Por ph yrio m ada gasca riensis

Gall inula ch loropus

Fu lica cr istata

Eup od otis ca eru lescens

Eup od otis m elan oga ster

Eup od otis afraoides

Cha radrius t rico llar is

Van ell us cor ona tus

Van ell us a rma tus

Van ell us senega llus

Trin ga gl areola

Cali dr is mi nuta

Phil omachu s p ugn ax

Gall inago nigr ipenn is

Recur virostra avosetta

Hima ntop us him antop us

Bur hinu s ca pens is

Lar us cir rocep halus

Chli don ias h ybri dus

Chil don ias leuc op terus

Col umb a li via 

Col umb a g uinea

Col umb a a rqu atrix

Streptopel ia sem itorqua ta

Streptopel ia cap icol a

Streptopel ia se negalens is

Apl op elia l arvata

Tau raco c orytha ix

Cucul us so litarius

Cucul us cl amo sus

Clam ator j aco binus

Chr ysococcyx c up reus

Chr ysococcyx klaas

Chr ysococcyx c ap rius

Cen trop us b urch ellii

Apu s b arbatus

Apu s caff er

Apu s h orus

Apu s a ffinis

Apu s mel ba

Coli us striatus

Cer yle rud is

Cer yle ma xim a

Alced o s emit orquata

Alced o cri stata

Mer ops ap iaster

Mer ops pe rsicus

Upu pa af rican a

Tocku s a lboterm inatus



47 3 Cre sted Barb et

48 0 Ground Woodpe cke r  (E)

48 8 Ol ive Wo odpeck er

48 9 Red -throat ed Wryneck

49 4 Rufous -naped Lark

50 0 Easte rn Long -billed Lark  (E)

50 6 Spike -heeled Lark 

50 7 Red -capped Lark

51 8 Barn (Eur opean) S wallow

52 0 White -throat ed Swa llow

52 6 Great er Str iped Swa llow  (E ) 

52 8 South African C liff -Swa llow  (E )

52 9 Rock Mar tin

53 3 Br own -thr oated Ma rtin

53 4 Banded Mart in

53 6 Black Saw -wing (S wallow)

54 1 Fo rk -tailed Dron go

54 5 (East ern) Black -headed Or iole

54 7 Cape (B lack) Cr ow

54 8 Pied Cr ow

55 0 White -necked Raven

55 4 Southern Black Tit  

56 5 Bush Black cap  (E)

56 7 Afri can Red -eyed Bu lbu l  (NE )

56 8 Dark -capped ( Black eyed) Bulbu l

57 2 Sombre Greenbu l ( Bulbu l)

57 7 Ol ive Thrush

57 9 Orange Ground -Thrush

58 1 Cape Rock -Thrus h  (E)

58 2 Sent ine l R ock -Thrush  (E)

58 7 Capped W heatear

58 6 Mounta in Wheatear (Chat )  (NE)

58 8 Buff -streaked Chat  (E)

58 9 Fam iliar C hat

59 1 Sickle -winged Chat  (E)

59 3 Mo cking C liff -Chat

59 5 (Southe rn) Ant -eat ing Chat  (E)

59 6 Afri can (Comm on) St one chat

59 8 Chor ister R obin -Chat (R obin)  (E )

60 1 Cape Rob in -Chat (Rob in)

62 2 Layard's Tit -babbl er  (E)

63 7 Dark -capped (Afri can) Yel low Warb le r

63 9 Bar ratt ’s Warb le r  (E)

64 3 Wi llow Warb le r

64 5 Bar -thr oat ed Apali s

66 1 Cape Gra ssb ird  (E)

66 4 Zitt ing (Fan -tailed) C istico la

66 7 Wing -snappin g (Ayres ') Cisticola

66 8 Pale -crowned C is ticola (NE)

67 0 Wai ling C istico la

67 7 Levai llant’ s Cis tico la

67 9 La zy Cist icola

68 1 Neddi cky

68 6a Karoo (Spot ted) P rinia  (E )

69 0 Afri can Dusky F lycat che r

69 8 Fisca l Flycatch er (E)

70 0 Cape Bat is  (E)

70 6 Fairy Flyca tche r  (E)

71 0 Afri can Parad ise Flyca tche r

71 3 Cape Wagtai l

71 6 Afri can ( Gras sve ld) P ipit

3 1
5 2

1 1
3 1

1 1
1 1

2 1
3 1

8 3
7 3

12 3
5 3

7 3
7 3

5 2
3 1

5 2
2 1
9 23

3 2
7 3

3 1
4 2

2 1
10 3

1 1
7 2

1H

5 1

1 1
1 1

3 1
2 1

6 2
1 1

1 1
6 2

13 3
1 1

10 3
1 1
2 1

3 1
2 1

1 1
3 2

2 1
2 2

1 1
5 2

6 2
2 1

1 1
2 1

2 1
1 1

3 1
1 1

4 2
8 2

4 3

Trach yphon us vail lantii

Geoco lap tes o liv ace us

Den dropico s g riseace pha lus

Jynx ru fico llis

Mir afra africa na

Cert hilauda sem itorqua ta

Che rsoma nes albo fasciata

Ca lan drella ci ne rea

Hir un do rust ica

Hir un do albigular is

Hir un do c ucul lata

Hir un do spil odera 

Hir un do fuligu la

Rip ari a pa ludicola

Rip ari a ci ncta

Psal idoprocn e h olomelas

Dicru rus a ds imi lis

Ori olus l arvatus

Cor vus ca pens is

Cor vus a lbus

Cor vus a lbicol lis

Par us nige r

Liop tilus n igrica pillus

Pycno notus nigr icans

Pycno notus ba rba tus

And ropad us imp or tun us

Tur du s o livace us

Zoot hera g urney i

Mon tico la rupestris

Mon tico la exp lora tor

Oen anthe pil eata

Oen anthe m on tico la

Oen anthe bif ascia ta

Cercom ela famil iaris

Cercom ela s inuata

Tham no laea cin nam omeiventris

Myrm ecocich la formici vora

Sa xicola to rqu a ta

Cos syph a dich roa

Cos syph a ca ffra

Pari soma l ayardi

Chl orop eta na talens is

Bra dypterus b arra tti

Phyl losco pus t roc hil us

Apa lis thoracica

Sp henoeacu s a fer

Cistic ola junci dis

Cistic ola a yresii

Cistic ola cin namom eus

Cistic ola lais

Cistic ola ti nniens

Cistic ola a berrans

Cistic ola fulvica pillus

Prin ia m acul osa

Muscic ap a a dus ta

Sige lus s ilen s

Bati s cap ens is

Stenos tira scit a

Ter psi pho ne vi ridis

Mot acil la ca pensis

Ant hu s cin nam omeus



71 7 Long -billed P ipit

72 5 Yel low -breas ted P ipit (E)

72 7 Cape (Orang ethr oat ed) Lon gc law  (E )

73 2 Comm on F isca l (F iscal Shr ike)

73 6 Southern Boubou  (E)

74 0 Black -backed Puffback

74 6 Bokmaki er ie  (E )

75 0 Ol ive Bush -Shrike  

75 8 Comm on (Indian) Myna

75 9 (African) Pied Star ling  (E)

76 4 Cape G lossy Star ling  

76 9 Red -wing ed Star ling

774 Gurn ey’s Suga rbird  (E)

77 5 Mala chit e Sunbird

78 3 Southern D ouble -collared Sunbi rd  (E)

78 5 Great er Doub le -collared Sunbird  (E)

79 2 Amethyst (Afri can B lack ) Sun bird

79 3 Collared Sunbi rd

79 6 Cape White -eye  (E)

80 1 Hous e Sparro w

80 3 Cape Sparro w  (NE)

80 4 Southern Grey -headed Sparro w

81 3 Cape Weaver  (E)

81 4 Southern Mask ed -Weaver

82 1 Red -billed Que lea

82 4 Southern R ed B ishop

82 7 Yel low Bishop 

82 8 Fan -tailed Wid owbird 

83 1 Red -collared Wido wbird (W ido w)

83 2 Long -tailed Wido wbird (W ido w) 

84 6 Comm on Wax bill

86 0 Pin -tailed Whyd ah

87 0 Black -thr oat ed Canary

87 2 Cape Canary

87 3 Fo rest Canary  (E)

87 5 Drakensbe rg S iskin (E)

87 8 Yel low Canary  (NE)

88 1 Streaky -headed Se ed -Eate r (Canary)

88 4 Golden -brea sted Bunt ing

88 5 Cape Bunt ing (NE)

2 1
1 1

7 3
10 3

2H

2 1

9 2
1H

6 3
9 3

3 1
12 3

3 1
7 1

1 1
5 2

1 1
1 1
7 2

8 2
4 1

9 2
10 3

9 2
3 1

9 3
5 2

4 2
8 2

12 3
7 2

10 2
3 1

12 3
2 2

1 1
2 1

5 1
1 1

4 1

Ant hu s sim ilis

Hemim acro nyx ch loris

Macr on yx c ap ensis

Lani us coll aris

Lani arius f errug ineus

Dry osc op us cu bla

Telo pho rus z eylon us

Telo pho rus oli vaceu s

Acrid otheres tris tis

Sp reo bico lor

Lamp rotorn is nitens

Onych ogn athus m or io

Prom erop s g urney i

Necta rinia famo sa

Necta rinia cha lybea

Necta rinia a fra

Necta rinia am ethystina

Hed yd ipn a col laris

Zost erops pa llidus

Pas ser d ome sticus

Pas ser mel anu rus

Pas ser diffusus

Ploce us ca pensis

Ploce us ve latus

Que lea q uelea

Eup lect es or ix

Eup lect es ca pensis

Eup lect es ax ilar is

Eup lect es ardens

Eup lect es progn e

Estr ilda as trild

Vid ua m acro ura

Serinu s a trogu laris

Serinu s ca nico llis

Se rinu s sc otop s

Pse ud och loroptila s ymo nsi

Serinu s flaviventris

Serinu s g ularis

Embe riz a f laviventri s

Embe riz a ca pensis

Checklist of Mammals Seen During Tour

Antelope, Roan Oribi
Baboon, Chacma Otter, Cape Clawless
Blesbok Rat, Sloggett’s
Dassie, Rock (Hyrax) Reedbuck, Common
Duiker, Common Reedbuck, Mountain
Eland Serval
Fox, Cape Springbok
Hare, Scrub Squirrel, Ground
Hartebeest, Red Steenbok
Jackal, Black-backed Suricate
Mongoose, Slender Wildebeest, Black
Mongoose, Yellow Zebra, Burchell’s
Mouse, Striped


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16

